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Kepienux Ogpicy npezudenma Ykpainu Anopin €Epmax HA2010ULYE, WO
HUHIWHA MIJICHAPOOHA cucmeMa fe3neKu guuepnana cede, 60 éca npoznuna. I
3AMUMWKU 3PYUHOBAHO, A MIMC iT 0010MKAMU NOX0BAHO CEIMOBUI NOPAOOK, WO
0is6 paniuwie, 600HOUAC CRPOOU BIOHOBUMU UWLOCb — MAPHA CRPABA.

xepedio:
€pmak y cBoiit kosoHmi s TIME
JeraJi:

Ouinpauk OIl nHaronomye — arpecis P® mporu YkpaiHu crana HaCHiIKOM
Oe3repepBHOI HU3KM BOEHHMX KOH(JIIKTIB, B SKUX Opana ydactb Pocis micns
posnany CPCP, i 3a saxi MockBy He OyJi0 TOKapaHo.

"HixTo He MOXe nepe1dauuTH, SIK IOBro 1€ TpUuBaTUME", - BBakae €pmak 1 107ae,
1o Pocist cBimomMo obOpana nuisx apxaizaiii MbKHaApOJHUX BITHOCHH 1 BUpIIIUIA
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MOCJIJIOBHO  3amepedyBaTd  BEPXOBEHCTBO  MIKHApPOJHOTO  IIpaBa  Hal
HAI[lOHAJILHUM.

IIpsima moBa:

"I[le cnpoOa BIATBOPUTH TMEpPEIOMHI MOMEHTH B ICTOpii Ta ckKacyBatu abo
KOMIICHCYBaTH HE3aJ0BIbHI pe3yabTaTh, BKItoYatoun KapuOcbKy Kpu3y, po3mna
panasHChKOTo OJI0Ky Ta modanbiie posmupenHs HATO. Kpemib Bke 1aBHO 1TUM
YCITIIITHO 3aiMA€EThCS. Y HBOTO € CHIILHUKU. MU 3Ha€EMO iXHI IMEHa.

JlexTo, HaMpHUKIaa yropchbka Bjaja, BCE IMe roToB1 BecTH Oi3Hec 3 Pociero Ha
yMoBax Kpemsi. Mu 3HaeMo, sIK €BpONEHCHKI €IITH MOCTIAOBHO MiAPUBAIOThH
€BPONEUCHKI IIHHOCTI B 0OMIH Ha POCIACHKI TpOIlll Ta eHepriro. Mu nam’sitaeMo,
sk Anrena Mepkesns 1 Hikosst Capko3i HEXTyBalli iHTepecaMu Beiel €Bpornu, 1mo0
3MIHATH Tto3uIlli HiMmeuunnu ta ®panii. ..

BinmoBa Ykpaini ta I'py3sii y wienctBi B HATO 0Oyna (akTuyHOIO 3roj010 Ha
arpecito Pocii mpotu o00ox kpain. Ilouanacst epa riOpMIHOCTI B Cy4YacHUX
MDKHAPOJHUX BIIHOCHHAX'".

MeraJi:

€pMak HarojgoCuB, IMIO MIDKHAPOJHI OpraHizaili MPOJEMOHCTPYBAIN TOBHY
HECIIPOMOJKHICTh 3yNTMHUTHU arpecopa. Tak, y €Bpocoro31 KOHCEHCYCHI pillIeHHS,
CIpsIMOBaHI Ha CTPUMyBaHHS Ta TIOKapaHHs Pocii, cucremMaTu4HO
nociabaoThes  HamioHalbHUMHU  ypsigamMu. A OOH He Moxke e(peKTHUBHO
BUKOHYBaTu cBoi (QyHkuii. Pama besneku OOH mnotpebye pedopmyBaHHs,
HaroJoirye o9iibHUK OI1.

Bin gonas, mo HATO Bce 11e 103Bossi€ Pocii BTpydaTrcs y TUTaHHS PO3LIUPEHHS
AJIBSIHCY, SIK O€3M0CEPEHBO, TaK 1 Yyepe3 "'00epeKHUX MOJITHKIB, K1 CTPAXK1at0Th
Ha aMHe3110".

IIpsama moBa:

Ak nokazyroTe mnoTtoudHi mnoaii, HATO mnpomosxye TpOBOAUTU TOJITUKY
MOJBIMHUX CTaHIAPTIB. Moro roToBHICTDH npuiiHaty Oinnsgaairo ta IBemiro
BCyNeped HEBHM3HAYEHWM CHUTHajJaM 1 IOCTIMHHUM 3aTpHUMKaM IIOJI0 3asBKHU
Ykpainu.

[IparHeHHs1 NBOX JAep)KaB MNPUEAHATUCS 10 AJIbSIHCY € MOPsIMUM HACIHIIKOM
POCIACHKOTO BTOPTHEHHS B YKpaiHy, sika Jie-(pakTo 3anuiianacs HEUTpalibHOIO
came yepe3 BiaMoBy HATO Hapmatu il 4iTKUM NUISIX 10 4YjeHCTBA. Pe3ynbraTu
3po3yMul. PocCiiicbki pakeTw pyWHYIOTh YKpaiHChKi MicTa. Pociiichkl conpatu



TUCSYaMH TBAJITYIOTh Ta BOMBAIOTh TPOMAJIAH Y KpaiHW, HaBiTh AiTed. | neski 3
COIO3HMKIB BCE€ IlI€ HaMaraloTbCs YHUKHYTH KOH(POHTALli, HE3Ba)KalOUM Ha
norpo3u 3 00Ky POCICHKOro KepIBHUIITBA.

Ha 11 6e3nopaanoro byanemrcskoro MeMOpaHayMy CUTHAJI OYEBUIHUN: y pasi
BTOPTHEHHS JIEP’KaBH, IKi HE MalOTh 30pOi MacoOBOr0 3HUIIEHHS 1 HE MOTPATWIH
1]l MapacojbKy KOJEKTHBHOI O€3MEeKH, MOXKYTh PO3paxOBYBaTH Ha OE3MEXHE
3aHEMOKOEHHS. [ 'yMaHiTapHa JomoMora Ta BIAKPUTTS KOPJIOHIB JJIs O1’KEHIIIB TEX
WMOBIpHI. AJie TEpCINeKTHBa TIOKapaHHS arpecopa sl LHUX KpaiH CTae
HeBHU3HaueHO0. Tak 0yno y 2014 poiri, kosiu Pocis okynyBana ykpaincekuii Kpum
1 lonbac. barato xTo B €Bpori XxoTijau 6 30epertTu cTaTyc-KBO HaBITh 3apas.

YV HATO 1ie € nranc mokas3aTtu CBOKO BIAMOBIIAJIBHICTE 1 HE3AIEKHICTh. 3aMICTh
TOro, 1100 TOBOPUTH PO "ABEpl BIAKPHUTI IS BCiX'", camMe 4yac BIAKPUTH iX IS
VYkpainu. 3apa3 pociiicbke KEPIBHHMIITBO BIICGBHEHE, IO Ma€ IMPABO 3HUIIUTH
Ykpainy.

Ane 3anexknauil omip YKpaiHChKOro Hapojy 3irncyBaB rpy. Haile mparHeHHs 10
CBOOOJM BUSBWIOCS CWIbHIIIKUM. Tinbku micist Tparedid y Mapiynoni, byul,
['octomeni, YepHirori, XapkoBi Ta AecsATKaX 1HIIUX MICI[b MI>KHApO/IHA CIILHOTA
noyajia po3yMmiTH, 3 YUM MU MaeMo crpaBy. KokeH JeHb MPUHOCHUTH >KaXJIUBI
KaJpy HEJIOJICHKUX 3JIOYMHIB POCIACHKOIL apMii. AJie IIux Tpareaiil MoxHa 0yjo 0
YHUKHYTH, IKOU OYJIH JIIIEPH, SIKI MOTJIM O 3aXHCTUTH CBITOBHI MOPSIAOK.

Mapiymons, byda, [pniap Ta AECATKH 1HIIUX MICIh JOBEJH, 110 MOXKYTh. OTXKe,
VYkpaini noTpiOHI HaAiliHI, BUYEpIIHI Ta OOOB’s3KOB1 rapantii Oe3meku. CBIT
notpedye Takux rapanrtiii. be3 Hux Oynp-aka yroga 3 Pocieo Oyne mnuiie
nepeMup’ M, TAMYACOBHUM 1 KPUXKHM.

Axne mo0 3mycutH Pociro ioro mianucaTu, HaM MOTPIOHO TPUMATHUCH.

...JJenn-mi3 (Big CIIA - VII) nomomoxke Ykpaini BUKUTH. BITHOBUTH LITICHICTB
nepxasu. [losepHiTh Hamux mroje. [lokapaiite arpecopa pimryue 1 cyBopo. Lle
Oyne Hamia nepeMora. AJie € MUTaHHs, AK€ MOTPIOHO BUPIIIUTH 3apas.

Pocis BTpauae cuiy. 3BIpCTBa, SIKI YMHATH POCIHCBKI COJIJATH, € O3HAKOIO
c1abKOCTI1, 03HAKOIO JIerpaallii, mepeHanpyKeHHs CUJI IMIIepii Ta ii HEeMUHYYOT0
posnany. Tomy 3apa3 ciyuHuil yac a1 Takux pedopM. 3apa3 ciIyluiHui yac s
MOEAHAHHS THTEPECIB 1 COPABEJIMBOCTI, I[IHHOCTEH 1 peanbHOi nojiThuku. Yac
pedopmyBaTn MixkHapoaHi iHctutynii. CrtBoputu edekTuBHUM Gdopmat
oesnexku Ha Bumnaaok, Ko HATO He HaBaXUThCS MPOSBUTH PIIIYUICTh —
pIIYYICTh, iKa cTBOpmIA 11 1m1e B 1949 porti. Pirydicte rpomMajisiH iep>KaB-4JICHIB



AJBSHCY MATPUMYBATH HaIlll €BPOATIAHTUYHI IPArHEHHS Ta HAITy CIPaBETHUBY
00poTHOY.

Mu nponoHyemMo HOBUM KOJICKTUBHH JOTOBIp MPO rapaHTii Oe3neku 11t Y KpaiHu
— SIK OCHOBY JJIS KOJICKTUBHOI BIJMOBiAlI Ha Tj00abHI BUKIUKH OE€3ICKHU.
OuyeBUIHO, IO HEUTPATIITET HE MOXKE OYTH KIIFOYOBUM MUTAHHAM Y 111 yTOl.

[{a yroma mae 3a0€3ME€UUTH CTATyC YKpaiHU SIK IEMOKPATHYHOI, CYBEPEHHOI Ta
IIJTICHOT Iep>KaBu, HE BUBOJSIUM 3a Ay>KKW nuTanHsa Jlon6acy ta Kpumy. YMoBu
3a0€3MeUYeHHs] TaKOTO CTAaTyCy € MPEeIMETOM OOTOBOPEHHS, ajie 3PO3yMLIO0, IO
cepell rapaHTIB € Micie 1 11 3axoay, 1 41 Cxony. s Amepuku, €Bpornu, A3ii
ta Adpukn. s uneniB Pagu besneku OOH, Ilomwmm, Itami, Himeuuwnn,
Typeuunnu, Kananu, [3painto... Kiy0 BiagkpuTuid. Ykpaina € oqHuM 13 TPOBIIHUX
rapaHTiB CBITOBOI IPOJIOBOJIbUOI O€3MEKH, TOMY 1i 3a0€3MEUYEHHS € HE JIWIIe
MOPAJIbHUM, a ¥ CYyTO TPAaKTUYHUM MU TAHHSIM.

binbiie Toro, Ykpaina € TUM IIMTOM, IO 3axXuilae €BpOIy BiJ BTOPTHEHHS, PO
KWW BIIBEPTO TOBOPATH POCIMCHKI YNHOBHUKHU. BU MoXkeTe iM He MOBIPUTH, SIK
Mu He Bipuiu 110 2014 poky, ane icTopist 4iTKO MOKa3ye, 110 IMIEepii MaKOTh JIUIIIE
JIBa CTaHU: PO3IIMPEHHS Ta PO3Ma.

Y wMaii0yTHROMY YKpaiHChka Oe3mekoBa IuiaTrpopMa Ma€ CTaTH OCHOBOIO
0araroctoponHsoro ¢dopmary U-24, United for Peace. CBoepimHOIO CITy:K0010
MOPSATYHKY BIAMOBIAJIbHI JIepKaBu 3a0e3neyuinu O KpaiHu, Kl MOTpeOyIOTh
nonomoru. Ciyx0a, sika, He3Bakatoun Ha napaiaidy OOH 1 mpaBo BETO BETO, 3MOXKE
npoTsAroM 24 roJuH HaJIaTH JOTIOMOTY — r'yMaHiTapHy, (hiHaHCOBY, MaTepiajabHy
Ta BIMCHKOBO-TEXHIUHY — JIeprKaBl, sKa mocTpaxaaia Bia arpecii. Ciyx0a, sika
npoTsAroM 24 roAuH MOKapae arpecopa UUIssXoM HaKIaJeHHS CaHKIIA'".
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The Global System Has Failed.
Ukraine Is Showing the World How to
Build A Better One

Ukraine's presidential advisor Andriy Yermak photographed in Kyiv on April 19
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ANDRIY YERMAK

Yermak is the Head of the Office of the President of Ukraine
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T he current international security system has nearly expired. It's rotted through.

Its remains have collapsed and buried the world order beneath. Trying to revive it is
futile.

Most of all it resembles a broken automaton: its limbs are still able to move, but its
gears are worn out, its springs are stretched. And the synchronicity that used to give
perfection to its movements, has long gone.

Clockwork toys, robots’ mechanical ancestors, became fashionable with the European
royal courts during the Thirty Years’ War in the 17th century. But the first world
conflict in European history, a series of interconnected wars, resulted in something
even more important: creation of the first world order ever.

Since then, the system of international relations has been based on the Peace of
Westphalia 1648 and its core principles: national sovereignty, foreign and domestic
policies separation, compromise as a means of reconciling conflicting national
interests, equality of sovereign states, and negotiating relations between them.

All the subsequent systems were in fact more or less successful attempts to amend
this order to ensure the balance of interests of leading states (known as the Great
Powers).

This tendency was clearly traced from the Congress of Vienna in 1815 to the Potsdam
Conference in 1945. Between the dates, attempts to reject any of the principles of the
Peace of Westphalia would inevitably lead to new conflicts. The Great Powers’
aspirations to impose their own will on the rest of the world by force brought the
nightmare of two world wars. Or, as some historians rightly point out, the Second
Thirty Years’ War of 1914-1945.

Now history repeats itself. Russia’s war on Ukraine is a rejection of all Westphalian
principles. We are denied the right to sovereignty. We are under pressure to change
our domestic policy. Under the guise of compromise, we are offered surrender. We
are denied subjectivity and therefore equality. Our civilians are being tortured and
killed en masse for simply being Ukrainian citizens.



It is a crusade against Ukraine in the literal historical sense—it’s a sheer aggression,
accompanied by sadism, raping, marauding, looting and systematic malicious
destruction, under the guise of serving a greater purpose. The purpose that Russian
propaganda, statesmen, and religious leaders define as a fundamentally false
narrative of “protecting the spiritual ‘Third Rome’ from the spiritless and
treacherous West breaches.” And the Patriarch of Moscow blesses with his own hand
Russian soldiers to conquer Ukraine.

Zelensky, with his chief of staff Andri Yermak, center, speaks to journalists in Bucha on April 4

The aggression against Ukraine is a natural consequence of the continuous series of
conflicts in which Russia took part after the collapse of the USSR. This is the decisive
phase of the Third Thirty Years’ War. No one can predict how long it will last.

There is one thing we can be sure: Moscow has consciously chosen the path of
international relations archaization. It has chosen to consistently deny the primacy of
international over national law, systematic violations of agreements, and withdrawal
from any rules contradicting its aggressive ambitions. It is has chose to disrupt the
international bodies—these are all signs of the drive to replace the rule of law with
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the right of force. We should clearly understand that the Russian regime is not the
only one in this endeavor.

Russia is at the forefront of the forces intent on rolling back the international
relations system. How far will they go? That is the key issue.

Prior 2014, an opinion was popular among some experts that Russia was counting on
a second “Yalta” — in the sense of the world redistribution by blocs. However, Russia
is currently unable to create influential international bodies, and all such efforts
under Moscow’s auspices are purely instrumental. However, the Kremlin is also
reluctant to become a junior partner in international bodies.

Read More: Inside Zelensky’'s World

So where does it go? Its goals move even further into the past to the pre-bloc era of
the Vienna Congress. The European concert as a prototype of the world concert,
playing the music chosen by the Great Powers—the concept is very tempting for
Russia. After all, its leadership is still guided by the principles of the Holy Alliance
(the League of the Three Emperors), and is using ‘legitimacy’ to deny the right of
nations to self-determination and independent foreign policy. Just like the
Romanovs did.

The current Russian regime is not a restorer. It does not need to recreate either the
Romanov Empire or the USSR. It is not restoring the empire, but creating a fantasy
based on the true story, the way Hollywood does. It is an attempt to replay history
turning moments and cancel or offset unsatisfactory results, including the Caribbean
crisis, the dismantling of the Soviet bloc, and subsequent NATO enlargement.

The Kremlin has been successfully doing this for a long time. It has accomplices. We
know their names.

Some, like the Hungarian authorities, are still willing to do business with Russia on
Kremlin terms. We know how European elites have consistently undermined
European values in exchange for Russian money and energy. We remember how
Angela Merkel and Nicolas Sarkozy neglected the interests of the whole of Europe to
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strengthen the positions of Germany and France. Back in 2008, they transformed the
NATO Bucharest Summit into a Congress of Vienna look-alike.

The refusal to let Ukraine and Georgia into NATO was a de facto consent to Russia’s
aggression against both countries. The era of hybridity in modern international
relations started. Since then, Russia has resorted to realpolitik to cover up the purely
ideological motivation of its actions. And the West, meanwhile, has been using
ideology as a facade for realpolitik. The fact is that the values-interests conflict
deepens the crisis. That’s what is happening now.

International organizations have shown a complete inability to stop the aggressor.
The E.U. consensus decisions aimed at deterring and punishing Russia are
systematically weakened by national governments. The U.N. is unable to work
effectively. The Security Council is in need of reform—a country resorting to
annexation, aggressive wars, and genocide should definitely not be its permanent
member.

NATO still allows Russia to intervene in the enlargement issue, both directly and
through cautious and amnesiac politicians. As current events show, NATO continues
to pursue a policy of double standards. Its readiness to accept Finland and

Sweden against the uncertain signals and constant delays on Ukraine’s bid.

The two states’ drive to join the Alliance is a direct consequence of the Russian
invasion of Ukraine, which remained de facto neutral precisely because of NATO’s
refusal to provide it with a clear path to membership. The results are clear. Russian
missiles are destroying Ukrainian cities. Russian soldiers by thousands

are raping and killing Ukrainian citizens, even children. And some of the allies are
still trying to avoid confrontation despite the Russian leadership threatening them.

Against the background of the helpless Budapest Memorandum, the signal is
obvious: if invaded, the states having no weapons of mass destruction and having
failed to get under the collective security umbrella can count on unlimited concern.
Humanitarian aid and allowing refugees are likely, too. But the perspective of
punishing the aggressor gets uncertain for those countries. This was the case in 2014,
when Russia occupied the Ukrainian Crimea and Donbas. Many in Europe would like
to retain the status quo even now.
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NATO still has a chance to show responsibility and independence. Instead of talking
about “the doors open for everyone,” it’'s the right time to open them for Ukraine.
Right now the Russian leadership is confident it’s got the right to destroy Ukraine.

But the Ukrainian people’s fierce resistance spoiled the game. Our longing for
freedom has proven to be stronger. Only after the tragedies of Mariupol, Bucha,
Gostomel, Chernihiv, Kharkiv and dozens of other places did the international
community start to understand what we are dealing with. Each passing day brings
horrible footage of the inhumane crimes of the Russian Army. But these tragedies
could have been avoided if there were leaders who could defend the world order.

Otto von Bismarck said: “We live in a wondrous time, in which the strong is weak
because of his scruples and the weak grows strong because of his audacity.” It’s now
again. The time of leaders who act decisively, making the dreams possible and
realizing possibilities. Such people have been in business for a long time—those
active visionaries like Steve Jobs and Elon Musk, bringing the future to humankind.
Until recently, such people were very scarce in politics, because leadership is a
burden of responsibility you take on voluntarily while everyone else shuns it.

Read More: Ukraine Is Our Past and Our Future

Volodymyr Zelensky had to bear this burden. The Ukrainian President brought

seemingly forgotten virtues into world politics. In the greatest ordeal of war, he
became the conductor of the Ukrainian philosophy of freedom in the whole world.
So, today Ukraine is not just a country near Russia. Not a weak and corrupt state,
whose leaders used to buy handshakes and minute meetings on the sidelines.
Volodymyr Zelenskyy is different. He is sincere. He is brave. He is popular. It's a
politician of a new formation. And Ukraine is a state of a new formation. Ukrainians
are a model of courage for the whole democratic world.

The time of our loneliness is over. The article size prevents me from listing all those
who came to our aid, but be sure: Ukraine is very grateful to all of you.

But there have been too many martyr heroes in our history. Each generation of
Ukrainians had its own 300 Spartans and its own Thermopylae. So now is the time
for the winning heroes. Heroes who will live long and happily in their free state. We
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have proved we are worth it. As did Israel back in 1948. And, like Israel, we need,
with all means available, to obtain weapons to defeat the outnumbering enemy.
Without the support of the U.S., U.K., Poland, the Baltic States, the Czech Republic,
Slovakia and many others, it would be much harder for us to hold on. Yet, at first, we
had to struggle to get the support. The same way as Israel. Apparently, over the
years, the world’s democracies have forgotten that someone can be eager to destroy
states and nations.

Mariupol, Bucha, Irpin, and dozens other places have proved it that they can. So,
Ukraine needs reliable, comprehensive, and binding security guarantees. The world
needs such guarantees. Without them, any agreement with Russia will only be a
truce, temporary, and fragile.

But to make Russia sign it, we need to hold.

“Give us the tools, and we will finish the job,” said Winston Churchill, urging the
United States to launch the lend-lease. It responded then, and the Allies defeated
Nazism. Today, we repeat the same call—and we see that we are heard. Lend-lease
will help Ukraine survive. Restore the state’s integrity. Bring back our people. Punish
the aggressor decisively and severely. This will be our victory. But there is an issue
that needs to be addressed now.

We need to understand how the world will live afterwards. We need to make sure that
the ambition to conquer gets too costly and painful to pursue.

Obviously, the key provisions of the Peace of Westphalia cannot be questioned.
Therefore, we need a conceptual return to it with the heavy baggage of experience we

have and with the understanding that talking rationality with fanatics is senseless.

Several years ago, Richard Haass put forward the concept of responsible sovereignty,

providing a quantitative rather than absolute model of state sovereignty depending
on the regime’s behavior. That is, the sovereignty may be limited if the regime poses
a threat to others.

However, a fundamental question arises here: how to avoid the transformation of the
world order into equilibrium, the constant balancing of the interests of the same old
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Great Powers, which due to their force will remain untouchable? Obviously, such a
scenario is wrong, and the Russian case has proved it clearly.

Henry Kissinger explained why: “Any system of world order, to be sustainable, must
be accepted as just—not only by leaders, but also by citizens. It must reflect two
truths: order without freedom, even if sustained by momentary exaltation, eventually
creates its own counterpoise; yet freedom cannot be secured or sustained without a
framework of order to keep the peace. Order and freedom, sometimes described as
opposite poles on the spectrum of experience, should instead be understood as
interdependent”.

Following Mr. Kissinger, I'd like to ask: Can today’s leaders rise above the urgency of
day-to-day events to achieve this balance?

Russia is losing strength. The atrocities the Russian soldiers commit are a sign of
weakness, a sign of degradation, overstrain of the empire’s forces and its inevitable
collapse. So now is the right time for such reforms. Now is the right time for a
combination of interest and justice, values and realpolitik. Time to reform
international institutions. To create an effective security format in the event that
NATO does not dare to show determination—the determination that created it back
in 1949. The determination of the Alliance member states’ citizens to support our
Euro-Atlantic aspirations and our just struggle.

We propose a new collective agreement on security guarantees for Ukraine—as a
basis for a collective response to global security challenges. It is obvious that
neutrality cannot be the key issue in this agreement.

This agreement should ensure the status of Ukraine as a democratic, sovereign and
integral state—without putting the issues of Donbas and Crimea in brackets. The
conditions for securing such a status are a matter for discussion, but it is clear that
there is room for both the West and the East among the guarantors. For the
Americas, Europe, Asia and Africa. For the U.N. Security Council members, Poland,
Italy, Germany, Turkey, Canada, Israel... The club is open. Ukraine is one of the
leading guarantors of world food security, so securing it is not only a moral issue, but

also a purely practical one.
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Moreover, Ukraine is the shield protecting Europe from invasion, which Russian
officials frankly speak of. You may not believe them, as we did not believe until
2014—but history clearly shows that empires have two states only: expansion and
disintegration.

In the future, the Ukrainian security platform should become the basis for the U-24,
United for Peace multilateral format. A kind of rescue service responsible states
would provide for the countries in need. The service, which, despite the U.N.
paralysis and the unbeatable vetos will be able within 24 hours to provide aid—
humanitarian, financial, material and military-technical—to a state that suffered
aggression. A service that will punish the aggressor within 24 hours by imposing
sanctions.

After all, crushing exports is more sobering than freezing the aggressor state officials’
assets.

Ukraine has been paying a very high price for its leading position in this system. The
Moscow-centric world’s inevitable collapse is a chance for new leadership.
Democratic. Humane. Human-centered. The leadership of a state whose people value
liberty above all.

Ukrainians are as capable of creating as of fighting. We will definitely rebuild our
beautiful country. Post-war recovery will give a powerful boost to our economy.
Today it is the right thing to invest in Ukraine’s defense. Tomorrow it will be a
profitable thing to invest in its development. You can bet on it.
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