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CmeHOZ]?ClMMCl €20 ecmpedu C Hauumu JJICYypraiucmamu

27 maprta 2022 T.

25 MAPTA 2022 I'OJ/[A npesudenm Ykpaunwl auuno 2osopun ¢ «The Economist»
O MOM, WMO OH U €20 COMPYOHUKU CMAIU HA3bI8AMb «Kpenocmvioy. Bom
OCHOBHbBLE MOMEHMbL MO20, YMO OH HAM PACCKA3Al, C80000HO NEPeKIOUAsICH
MeAHCOY AHSTUUCKUM, YKPAUHCKUM U PYCCKUM A3bIKamu. Mbl ompedakmuposanu ux
OJIs1 ACHOCTU.

The Economist: Ber akTep u npesunent. Terneps Bac HazbpiBaoT Yepummuiem 21
BEKa. JTO SKCTpaopaAuHapHOe n3MeHeHue. Kak 3T1o mpouzonuio?

Baagumup 3enenckuii: S mymaro, 9TO 3TH M3MEHEHHS YK€ TMPOM3OILIN B
VYkpaune, korja MeHs uzopain. ITo To, yero [itoau] xorean. OHU BUAETU MO0
YECTHYIO MO3UIMI0 BO BceM. Kak roBOpUT TBOM OTell, €CJIM Thl HE 3HACIIIb, KaK
C/IeJIaTh YTO-TO TaK WJIM WHA4Ye, OyIb YECTHBIM, U BCE. Thl TOKEH OBITh YECTHBIM,
9yTOOBI JTFO/IU TeOe oBepmIN. BaM He Hy»KHO TIBITaThCsl. Bam HY>KHO OBITH COOOM.
U, MOXeT ObITh, TOCJIE TOTO, KaK ThI TOKAXEIIb, KTO Thl €CTh, MOKET OBITh, JIFOAU
OyyT m00UThH T€Os OOJIbIlIe, YeM paHbIlIe, IOTOMY YTO YBUJISIT, YTO Thl HE TAKOM
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yK CHUJIbHBIM WM BPEMEHAMM JICHUBBIM. Her, KaxIpli pa3 HE JrUTE U HE
IIOKA3bIBAUTE JIIOJISIM, KTO BBl €CTh Ha camMoM Jene. M BaKHO He IToKa3bIBaTh, YTO
ThI JIY4IlI€, YEM ThI €CTh.

T: Brl Bcerma ObuH Takou cMenon? BeITh TaKM CUIIBHBIM YE€JTOBEKOM?

B3: Jlesno He B xpabpocTu. S nomxeH 1elcTBOBATh Tak, Kak s. Sl MOHKEH caeaaTh
ATO TakuM oOpazoMm. HukTo u3 Hac He ObUI FTOTOB K BOWMHE /10 e€e Hayajia. Bel He
MoxeTe ckazarh: «Eciam Obl s Obl1 [IpesuaenTom YkpauHsl, TO caenan Obl 3TO
TaKk», TOTOMY 4YTO Bbl HE MpPEACTaBiIseTe, YTO Obl 3TO 3Ha4yWiI0. M ThI naxe He
MpeJCTaBIIsIeNb, KaK Thl 3TO cJliejiaciilb. Tak ObUIO U B 3TOM ciiy4ae co MHOU. U
BCE JIFOJIM BOKPYT MEHS.

T3: Ho BbI U3BMEHWIH CIOCO0 yrpaBieHUs?

B3: /la, koneuno. f moHs1, YTO NPOUCXOUT. S MOHSII MHOTO MECSIIEB HA3a]l, YTO
IPOUCXOAUT. DTO [3TO| OYeHb OOJbIIas UCTOpPUS. DTO KaCaeTcsl HE TOJbKO
YkpauHbl. 9T0 0 MHUpE, O TMOJUTHKAX MHUpPA, U S JYyMar, 4YTO MBI CMOXKEM
MOTOBOPHUTH 00 3TOM Tocie modenbl. /la, m s HazewoCh, 4TO MBI mooeaum. Sl
YBEPEH, 4TO MBI 1To0euM. BOT modemy s rOBOpro, 4TO s HE repoit. S moHs1, uTo
IIPOUCXOIUT. S XOTeNI U3BMEHUTh OTHOLIEHUE K YKpanHe. C 0qHOW CTOPOHBI, A€JI0
HE B TOM, Y KOTO OOJIbIIIE OPYKUSI UK JICHET, ra3a, HeTu u T. 1. Bot mouemy y
Hac JI0JbKHA OBITH CBOOO 1A BOJIM. DTO MEPBOE, YTO S TOHSI.

TI: MoxeTre 11 Bl BCHOMHHUTh MOMEHT, KOTJla BbI MOHSIIM, U3-3a 4ero Oyjer
KOH(IUKT ¢ Poccueit?

B3: /lymaro, 310 OBUIO, KO si CTaj MPE3UJEHTOM. Sl MOT TOHSTh, MOYEMY
HEKOTOPBIE BEIIM MPOUCXOMAAT OINpeeIeHHbBIM 00pa3oM, W CcTapajics OBITh
YECTHBIM CO MHOTMMH MHPOBBIMH JIUJEpPaMH, B TOM YHCIIE U C POCCHHCKHMH,
KOHEUHO. Y Hac ObLIM BCTpeud. Bbl mMOMHUTE Hally NEpBYHO BCTpedy, HaIly
nepByto u mnocieaHior Bctpedy B 2019 rogy c¢ IlytuneiM Ha meperoBopax
«HOPMAH/JICKOM YE€TBEPKU»?

Mpb1 Hauanmyu NPUXOJIUTh K PEIICHUI0, YTO Mbl HE MOXKEM ObITh 4aCThIO KOro-TO. S
XOTEJl U3MEHUTh OTHONIIECHHE K YKpawHe, MOTOMY YTO, MPOCTO I SICHOCTH,
YKpauHIIbl — 3TO Takue ke Jroau, Kak Joau [B] CILA, EBpone nu Poccuu. Mol
Takue k€. Mbl Ha 0JJHOM ypoBHE. Jleao He B TOM, Y KOTO OOJIbIIe OPY>KHUSI WU
JICHET, ra3a wid HeTu U Tak Aajiee. M MMEHHO MO3TOMY Yy HAc JIOJKHA OBITh
cB00O/1a BOJIM. BOT 4TO s MOHsJI, TIEpBOE, YTO S MOHSI, YTO Yy HAC, JIFOJIEH, €CTh
[areHTcTBO]. Jltomm — Jnuaephl, a MNOJUTUYECKHE JIUJIEPhl — HEYJIAYHUKH,
HEKOTOpbIE U3 HUX. Mbl HaYaJIM JEWCTBOBATh TaKUM OOpa3oM U Pa3BUBATh ATY
MOJINTHUKY .



TI: To ecTh ceituac Bbl oOpalaeTech K JI0asIM 3anaja, a He K UX MOJIUMTHKaM?

B3: Jla. Hy xoneuno; ecrectBenno. S tak gymaro. MHOra MHE KaxeTcs, 4TO
MOJIUTHUKH JKUBYT B HH(OOPMAITMOHHOM Bakyyme. MBI BUAMM, YTO celdac C
[IyTUHBIM CIOXWIIACh 3aKphITas arMocdepa. 3HAYUT, OH HEe 3HaeT. Sl He Mory
ONKCATh BCETO, YTO C HUM MPOUCXOUT. Sl HE MOT'Y 3TOTO OMKUCATh, [IOTOMY UTO HE
3HAaK0, C KEM OH pa3rOBAPUBAET KAXKIbIM JI€Hb, KAXKIYI0 HEJICIIIO U KAXKIbIC 1BE
Heslenr. ITo uHdopMalus, KOTOPOM y HaC HET. DTO 03HAYaeT, YTO OH HE MOXKET
MOHSITh UJIM HE MOYKET 3HATh, YTO IIPOMUCXOAUT CHApY X U. Jlaxe s, Korjia Hayajiach
BOIHA, a sI OY€Hb OTKPBIT ISl JTtojeH... Jlaxe s, ecim Obl g cujien B opuce U He
BBIXO/IMJT HA YJIHITYy TPU-YETBIPE JIHs, Y MEHS HE ObLIO Obl BEpHOU MH(GOPMAIIHH O
TOM, YTO MMPOUCXOJUT. B MUPE.

TJ: Korga Havamace BOWMHA, Bbl BAPYT WICJIKHYJIA W MOAYMalu: «ITO TO, YTO
JIIOJTA XOTSIT, YTOOBI 5 Jeial... W sl 9T0 Aenaroy». Mim 3To ObUIO Baille perieHue,
KOrJa Bbl JIyMaJid: «ITO TO, 4Y€M S 3aHMMAKCh, WM Bbl JOJDKHBI MEHS
MOJIJICPKUBATHY ?

B.3.: I nymaro, 4T0 HUKTO, HUKTO HE IIOHUMAJI, YTO JeJIaTh, KOTAa ATO HA4ajaoCh.
4 6611 B Kuese, B mome, B pesuaeHimu. S 6eu1 1oma B 3T0T MOMeHT. bouto 04:50
yTpa. C xeHoi u 1etbMu. OHU pa30oy v MeHs. MHe ckazaiu, 4To ObLUTH TPOMKHE
B3pBIBEIL. Uepes mapy MUHYT s ITOIYYHII CUTHAJ, 9TO HAET paKeTHBIN o0cTpen. OHu
HE 3HAJIM, YTO MPOUCXOINUT. MBI 3HAIM, YTO OHU TOTOBITCA [K aTtake]. MbI 3TO
3HaIM, KOHEYHO. [lepBBIM 1e0M MBI OOBSBUIM UYpE3BBEIYAHOE TIOJIOKCHHE, a
yepe3 napy aHed Ha 3acenanuu CHBO o0bsSBUIM BOEHHOE MOJIOKEHHE. MbI
MMOHUMAJIH, 9TO PyCCKUE MOTYT aTaKOBaTh, HO HE IIOHMMAaJIA MacIITa00B.

T: [laBaiiTe MOrOBOPUM celyac, O TOM, I/IE Mbl HAaXOJIUMCSl HA JAHHOM 3Tarie
BoWHBL. Kak BBl Aymaere, eCTh JIM Yy BaC IIAHC BBIUTPATH?

B3: Mol Bepum B nobeny. Hu Bo 4To Apyroe moBepuTh HEBO3MOKHO. MBI
00s13aTeNbHO MTOOEANM, BEb 3TO HAIl JOM, Hallla 3€MJIs, Hallla HE3aBUCUMOCTb.
DTO MPOCTO BOMPOC BPEMEHHU.

T: Kak BHIISIAUT yKPpauHCKas modena?

X HI100e1a — 3TO BO3MOKHOCTDb CIHIACTH KAK MOKHO 0oJibliie ;Ku3HeiigpikR
YyTOOBI CITACTH KaK MOKHO OOJIbIIIE )KHSHGfI, BCb 0€e3 PTOro HUYTO HE UMEJO OBl
sl Hama 3eMJs BaxkHa, Ja, HO B KOHEYHOM C4YeTe 3TO IPOCTO
W3 0600 iE 1 A He 3HArO, Kak JOJTO MPOJJIUTCS BOWHA, HO MBI OyJ€M Cpa)KaThCs
70 TIOCJEHETO0 Topojia, KOTOPhIM y Hac ecTtb. C caMoro Hauasa, KOrja Bbl
BLI6I/Ipa€TG BapHaHT, 4YTO JIIOAW AOOJDKHBI JACJIaTb WJIHW HC [ACJIAaThb, JIIOAW HC




MOHMMAIOT, YTO TaKO€ IMOJIHOIICHHAsl BOMiHa. Mosi paboTa — JaTh CUTHAJ, YTOOBI
JIIOJIM 3HAJIM, KaK JeHCTBOBATh.

M xorga Thl OKa3bIBaellb, KaKk JOJKHA BeCTU ce0s YKpauHa, Thl TOXKE JTOJKECH
BECTHU CeOsl COOTBETCTBEHHO. BBUIO MPUHATO pelieHrue OCTaThbCs WM YUTH. MbI
BCE paHEHbl U PaHEHbl OJAMHAKOBO. [Moe pelieHre ocTaTbCsi| ObUIO MOUM
CUTHAJIOM JIFOJIM O TOM, KaK MbI JIOJDKHBI p€arupoBaTh Ha HanajaeHue. O ToM, kak
Hayajaach BOMHA U YEM OHA 3aKOHUYMUTCSA. DTO 3aKOHUYUTCSA TEM, YTO MbI BCE €IIE
OyJIeM CTOSITh 37€Ch U 3aIUIIATHCS.

DTO MOI OTBET Ha BOIPOC O TOM, Kakoil OyzeT modena Ykpaunsl. Hama nodena
MOET OBITh BPEMEHHOUM, MOXKET OBbITh, O€3 pEIIeHUs] BCEX BOMPOCOB, HO MBI
BBIOpAJIM HANpaBJICHUE, B KOTOPOM OyJeM JABUTAThHCA.

TE: Bam HyXHa NOMOJHUTENbHAs MOMOIIb, 4TOObI oOeauTh? M ecau ma, To
Kakoun?

B3: YV Hac ecTh NIMHHBIA CIIUCOK BEIIEH, KOTOPbIE HAM HYXHBI. BO-TIepBBIX,
MOCTaBUTH ceOsl Ha HAIlle MECTO U JICMCTBOBATh HA OTEPEKEHUE, a HE MOCJIE TOTO,
KAaK CHUTYyallsl OCJIOKHHUTCS. DTO KAaCaeTcsl HAlllMX CTPAH-NApTHEPOB. 3/1ECh PEYUb
UJIET O CaHKIUsX. Sl yBepeH, 4To eciiu Obl paHblile ObLUINA BBEJICHBI 00JIEE )KECTKUE
CaHKIMH, TO MTOJTHOMACIITAOHOW pOCCUICKON aTaKu HE MTPOMU3OILIO OBbl.

T: Bel uMeeTe B BUY, UTO 3TOr0 ObI HE TTPOU3OIILIO?

B.3.: OT1o0 610 OBI B IpyroM maciitadbe u 6e3 nmomoinu bemapycu, 4to nano Obl
HaM Oosbliiie BpemeHu. OHu Obl mokazanu benapycu, 4To MOXXET NPOU30UTH, €CITU
OyAyT NPUHATHI YIPEKAAIOIIME CAHKIMU B OTHOIIEHUH POCCHUMCKOro OM3Heca,
dKCTIopTa HeTH W Taza U T. M., U OTO C YYETOM TOro, 4TO OeJopyChl HE
MOJIICPKUBAIOT [BOMHY Poccum mpoTuB YKpauHbI]. YTIPEKIAIOMMUE CAHKIAU
nand  Obl YKpPaMHCKUM BOEHHBIM OOJIbIIIE BPEMEHH JUIS IOJTOTOBKH K
JNaJbHENIIIEMY BTOp)KEHUIO Poccun.

A nonauman razonpoBoja «CeBepHBIi MOTOK - 2» BMecTe ¢ baiienoM u Mepkerns,
KOrja oHa eie obuia y Biactu, v [lonbrem. S ckazan, 4to nepBbIM aroM Oyaet
ee 3allyCK, MOTOM HaM MEPEKPOIOT MOCTaBKU ras3a, a moToM OyyT JIaBUTh, B TOM
gyucie 1 Ha MoJioBy, a motoM Poccust mepekpoeT MoCcTaBKH, YTOOBI PACKOJIOTh
ctpanbl BHyTpu EC. [locie 3Toro cieayronyM maroM OyJIeT Hadyallo BTOP>KEHMUS.
Poccusi nobOuBanack OoT YKpauHbl O(UIIMATIBLHOTO TMPU3HAHUS CYBEPECHHUTETA
Poccun B Kpeimy u okkynupoBaHHbIX Poccuen tepputopuii B JloHEUKoW u
Jlyranckoit oosnactsix. OHM TakKe MOJATOIKHYU EBpomny k ToMy, 4TOOBI 3aCTaBUTh
HaC CZIeJIaTh 3TO.



Yro He caenano? [Hamm 3amajgHble mapTHEpHI| HE OTpabOTaNM CAHKIMHU I10
OTKJIIOUEHNI0 O0aHKOBCKOM cucteMbl oT SWIFT, He OTK/IIOUEHBI €llle MHOTHE
Oanku. OHU TPEANPUHSIN OYEHb BaKHBIE IIarv, 4ToOBl MOAJEPXkKaTh HAC, HO
HEeHTpaJIbHBIM OaHk Poccun He Obul OTKIHOUEH. BBecTw sMOapro Ha 3KCHOPT
HedTu 1 raza u3 Poccun. Bee atu canakmum HemosHbpie. MM yrposkanu, HO elne He
peanuzoBanu. Ceildac Mbl CIIBIIIMM, YTO PEIIEHUE 3aBUCUT OT TOTO, HAYHET JIN
Poccus xumuueckyro araky Ha Hac. 9TO HE NPaBWIbHBIN MTOAX0A. Mbl HE MOPCKHE
CBUHKH, HAaJ] KOTOPBIMH HYKHO 3KCIIEPUMEHTUPOBATD.

[Hamu mapTHepsI] ceilyac cMOTpSIT Ha Poccuio yepe3 BOCHHO-CTPATErHueCcKyro
OPU3MY U UCIIOJIB3YIOT YKpauHy Kak IUT. MBI T€, KTO 4yBCTBYET 00J1b. XOPOIIIO,
YTO OHM HAa CTOPOHE YKpaWHbl, HO OHHU JOJDKHBI II€PECTAaTh 3aHUMATh
00OPOHUTENBHYIO TO3UIIMIO B nuaniore ¢ Poccueil. Mbl HacTanBaeM Ha TOM, YTO
OHHM MOTYT aAekcTBoBaTh HactynarenbHo. SWIFT mo-npexnemy paboTaer B
Poccun mnst pykoBoguteneid Poccuu. He 3a0biBaiiTe, 4TO MPOCTHIE POCCHUSIHE
ceryac U30JUpOBaHbI, JuieHbl nHGopManuu. OHU HE 3HAIOT, YTO IPOUCXOTUT.

Cutyanusa, Korja YKpauHCKAW HapoJ, a HE YKPaWHCKHM MPE3UACHT,
[McTIONb3yeTCA KaK IINUT, HEBEpHA]. Y KpauHCKUM Hapo ymupaeT. Pycckue nronu
HE 3HAIT, 4To mnpoucxoaut. OHu He noHuMaroT. ColualibHbIE CETH ObLIU
3aKpBITHI, 1 MHOTHE 01U, 51 ayMaro, 90-95% cmotpaT TeneBuzop, 3T0 HAMHOTO
Oonbiie, yueM B YkpauHe u EBpome. Dto Ooipmias mpoOiema, MOTOMY 4YTO
[Kpemiib]| KOHTpOJIMPYET BCE YPOBHU BJIACTU M BCIO ATy MH(popmanuto. [Tloatomy
s HACTaMBaJl Ha CAHKIUSIX U MOJYYEHUH OPYKHS.

Tem BpeMeHEM PyCCKUE NTEPEKPBIIN HAIIK MTOCTaBKKA B Mapuynons, Menutonous,
bepnsuck, XepcoH, XapbKOB, HO X HET B ropoaax. Uro onu aenaror? Hanmpumep,
B Menurtonosie u bepasiacke nepexoasT Ha py0au. OHU MOXUINAIOT M3POB HAIIUX
ropofoB. OHU yOMJIM HEKOTOphIX M3 HHUX. HexkoTopble M3 HUX MBI HE MOXKEM
HalTH. HEeKOTOPHIX M3 HUX MBI YK€ HAIIUTH, U OHU MEPTBBL. VI HEKOTOphIE U3 HUX
ObLTH 3aMeHeHbl. OHU JIeTIAaf0T TO JKe caMoe, uTo aenanu Ha Jlorbacce B 2014 romy.
DTH OIepaluy NPOBOIAT TE€ KE JTIOAU. DTO Ta KE METOHOJIOTHS.

[3aman] HE MOXKET cKka3zaTh: «MBbI IOMOXKEM BaM B OJIIDKaMIIue HEACTN». DTO HE
MO3BOJISIET HaM Pa30JIOKMPOBATh OKKYNMHUpOBaHHbIE Poccueil ropoaa, moaBO3UTh
TyJa €y KUTEISIM, OpaTh BOCHHYIO MHUIIMATUBY B CBOU PYKH. JIroau mpocTo HE
B COCTOSIHMU BbIOpaThcs. TaM HET HM €/bl, HU JICKApCTB, HU MUTHEBOM BOJbI. U
3TO TO, YTO MBI IOJKHBI CZIENIaTh. DTO BONPOCHI, KOTOPBIE HY>KHO PEIIaTh CETOIHS
Y 3aBTpa, a HE Yepe3 Napy HEEb.

HexoTtopsie HeOombiMe ropoja ObuiM pazpyiieHbl. HeT HU Jtojel, HU JOMOB.
Octanock Tonbko uMmsa. Koneuno, BuHoBata Poccusi, HO Mbl TyJ1a ono3gajiu u3-3a
CJIO’KHOCTEH, TTOKa JieTean 00MObl. BOT moyemy Mbl MPOCUIIN BOEHHYIO aBUAIIUIO,



MO3TOMY MBI MPOCHJIN YCTaHOBHUTH OECIOJIETHYIO 30HY, IIOTOMY YTO PYCCKHE
coOpocunn O0MOBI Ha 3TU MaJEHBKHE TOpPOja, KOTOPhIE CeHYac CYIIECTBYIOT
TOJILKO KaK TOYKH Ha KapTe.

TD: Korma Bbl mpocwin O OOJbIIEM KOJUYECTBE BOOPYKEHUH, MPE3UIICHT
®paHiuu MakpoH cKasaj, 4TO HACTYNaTeJIbHbIE BOOPY>KEHHSI, TAKUE KAK TAHKH,
ABJIIFOTCSL KPACHOW 4YepPTOU, KOTOPYIO HMAapTHEPHI YKPAUHBI HE MOTYT MHEPEUTH.
[Touemy?

B3: [Toromy uto onu 60sitcs Poccuu. BoT u Bce. U Te, KTO TOBOPSAT 3TO MEPBBIMH,
NEePBBIMU U OOSITCA.

T: bopuc JI>xoHCOH ObLI ropa3ao 0osiee 3aMHTEPECOBAH B OTIPABKE OPYIKHUSL.

B3: Jla. YectHo roBops, J[>KOHCOH — JMAEP, KOTOPBIA OOJbIIE ITOMOTaET.
JIunepsl CTpaH pearupyroT B COOTBETCTBUHM C TEM, KaK IEUCTBYIOT UX U30UpaTEIH.
B nannom cinyyae JI>KOHCOH SIBISETCSI TPUMEPOM.

TI: A nemupl? Ilocne BTOp>KeHUSI MPOU3OIIET BHE3AMHbIA CABUT, U BHEIIHSSA
nojautuka I'epMaHuu, Ka3aioch, K3MEHUIACh 0YEHb OBICTPO. OHU OECIIOKOSTCS O
TOM, YTOOEKI c/ieaTh OobIIe?

B3: OHu nbiTaloTCsl OBITH COAIAHCHUPOBAHHBIMHU. Y HHUX JJaBHUE OTHOIIEHUS C
Poccueit 1 OHM CMOTPSIT Ha CUTYalMIO Yepe3 NPU3My SKOHOMUKHU. OHU BBIPYYAIOT
BpeMeHaMHu. [[yMaro, OHM TMBITAIOTCS MPUCTIOCOOUTHCS K CUTYyallud MO MEpe ee
pa3BuTusa. OHU TAaK)KE CMOTPSIT, KaK CUTYyallrs BIUSET Ha UX COOCTBEHHYIO CTPaHy.
OHM MOTYT ITIOMOYb, €CJIM Ha HAX OKA3bIBACTCS JIABJICHUE BHYTPU CTPAHbI, U OHU
MOTYT OCTaHOBUTBCS, KOTJA YBUIAT, YTO TOTO, UTO OHU CAECIAIIA, JOCTATOYHO.
nymato, uto ['epmanus Oosiee mparmMaTU4yHa, 4YeM KTO-JIMO0O0 IPYTOi, B OTHOIICHUH
CUTYAIlMd CPEIM TE€X CTpaH, KOTOPbIC JCUCTBUTEIBHO MOTYT MOMOYb. J[eno He
BCETJla B HAC, B TOM, YTO HAM HY>KHO U 4YTO HYHO MUPY. S [ymMaro, 4To CEroaHs
HEMIIbI COBEPIIAOT OMHMOKY. Jlymaro, oHM yacTo omubdaroTes. S mymaro, Haciaeaue
oTHoweHUM ['epmanuu ¢ Poccuen nmokaspIBaeT 3To.

VY Bcex pasHble uHTepechl. Ha 3amage ectb Te, KTO HE BO3pa)kaeT NPOTHUB
JUIUTEJIbHOW BOWHBI, IOTOMY UYTO 3TO OyJeT 03HayaTh HcTolleHne Poccun, gaxe
ecyii 3To OyAeT 03HayaTh THOETh YKpauHbl U OYJIET CTOUTh YKPAUHCKHUX KU3HEH.
DTO ompeNesIeHHO B UHTEPECcaX HEKOTOPhIX cTpaH. s Apyrux crpan ObUIO OBl
Jaydine, eciad Obl BOMHA 3aKOHYWIACH OBICTPO, MOTOMY 4YTO PBIHOK Poccum
OOJIBIION, U X SKOHOMHKA CTPAJIaeT B pe3yJibTare BOMHBI. OHU XOTEIHN Obl, YTOOBI
Poccust coxpanuna omnpeneiaeHHble phIHKUA. Jpyrue, AeHCTBUTENBHO OOraThbie
CTpaHbl, MPU3HAIOT Hauu3M B Poccum u 0053aTe€NbHO XOTAT, YTOOBI YKpauHa
noGenuna. M ectp eme aApyrue CTpaHbl, 0ojiee MEJIKHE CTpaHbl, KOTOPBIE



MOJIHOCTBhIO HAC MOJIEPKUBAIOT, HO OHMU OoJiee JHOepalbHbIE TOCyAapcTBa U
03a004Y€eHbI TyMaHUTApHBIMU BopocamMu. OHH XOTST, YTOOBI BOMHA 3aKOHYMJIIACH
OBICTPO JIFOOOM LIEHOMU, TOTOMY YTO JYMAIOT, YTO JIIOJIA Ha IEPBOM MECTE.

T3: K kakoii kateropuu Bbl Obl OTHeCTU Bennkooputranuio?

B3: BenukoOpuTanusi ompeAesieHHO Ha Hamieil cropoHe. OH HE BBIMOJHSET
OaaHCHpPOBKY. BenmrnkoOpuTaHus He BUANT albTEPHATUBEI BBIX0J/1a U3 CUTYAIIHH.
Benukobpuranus xouet, 4To0bl YKpauHa mooeauwnia, a Poccus npourpana, HO s
HE TOTOB CKa3aTh, XO4eT Jiu bpuTtanus 3aTsaruBaHusi BOMHBI WX HET.

TI: YUto kacaercss Coequnennsix [lITaToB, To OHM B epBOil TpyIie?

B3: Ilocmorpum. Ho onu momorator. ¥ MHOTHX cTpaH EBpombl, 0COOEHHO B
HATO, ectb, KaKk TOBOPST HAIIM COJIAATHI, MHOTO MHCTPYMEHTOB. BOoT mouyemy
CIHIA noaTonakHyJd MHOTHE CTPaHbl TIOMOYb HAM, HO HEMHOT'O MEJJICHHEE, YEM
HAaM HY>KHO.

TE: Kak wu3MeHWIMCh Balld OTHOIIEHWS C mpe3ugeHToM Amepuku J[xo
bannenom? [IpusHaer 1 OH, 4TO BbI HE MPOCTO MOIYYaTEIb, YTO Bl YIIPABIISETE
nporeccom?

B.3.: Ha stoT Bonipoc HET 0/IHO3HAaYHOTO 0TBETa, MoTOMY 4TO B CIIIA ecTh pa3Hbie
LHEHTpPHI cWiIbl. BbI 3TO 3HaeTe tyue meHs. JleiicrButensHo, u Konrpecc, u Cenar
NOJ/ICPKUBAIOT YKpauHy. 10 BepHO. Ho ObuIM BpemeHa, Korja MpOUCXOduiIn
OTpeJIeNICHHbIE CPAKEHM S, BKITIOUast BHIOOPHI, KOTOPHIE BJIMSUIIN HA IPEATPUHSTHIC
MMM IIaTd U UX pemuMocTh. OJHU MPOIECChl MPOJBUTAIOTCS OBICTPO, APYrUe
TOPMO3SITCS U3-3a OBITOBBIX MpobisieM. baiijien paccmarpuBaeT YKpauHy CKopee
Kak CYOBEKT [[MOJUTHYECKON JEATEIbHOCTH]|, YeM H3HAYaJIbHO. bbUIN pa3HbIe
MOMEHTBI ¥ Pa3HbIE TPOIECCHI, U S IPU3HALO, YTO TaKas IMO3ULIHS BBITOIHA HE BCEM
B CoenunnenHbix lItarax.

T: YUero BbI O0JIBIIIE BCETO XOTUTE OT 3amnaja?

B3: Camonetsl, TAaHKU U OPOHETPAHCIIOPTEPHI. Y HAC UX HE TaK MHOTO, KaK HaM
HYXHO. MBI MHOTOE B3sUTH y pyccKux. Ouu 6eryt. OHu 00sITCA HAIIMX COJIJIAT U
oeryt. Kaxxercst, Buepa Mol moyunsiv 12 uinu 17 TaHKOB.

TE: Bac OecriokouT UCTOoIIeHE 3aI1aCOB HEOOXOIMMONM BOEHHOM TEXHUKUA?

B3: Y pycckux ThICA4M BOCHHBIX MAIllWH, 1 OHU BCE UAYT, UAYT U UAYT. Eciin MbI
MOJKEM TIOLIYTUTH B 3TOW CUTyallUH, sl 3TO clienar. ECTb ropoaa, rae CTOJIbKO
TQHKOB, YTO OHU HE MOTYT YUTH. «Y HUX TAHKOBBIE ITPOOKU».



TI: I'ne?

B.3.: V Hac ectb 3HameHuTHIN ropoa YepHoOaeBka (XepcoHcKasi 001acTh), Te
MBI B JECATBIA pa3 OOCTpEJsUIM POCCHUICKHME BOMHCKHE 4YacTH. Pycckue He
MOHUMAIOT, YTO TIPOUCXOIUT, TEPSIOTCS U MIPOJIOHKAIOT BO3BpAIaThCS HA OHO U
TO JK€ MECTO. Y PYCCKHX THICSYH OOEBBIX MaIuH. J[es10 He B TOM, 9TO y YKpanuHbI
KOHYAIOTCS TaHKH, @ Yy HAC MX BCE MEHBIIIE M MEHbIIE, MMOTOMY YTO TaHKU U
OpOHETEXHUKY HaM HHUKTO HE MpoAaeT. DTo Ooblas npodiema ajist Hac. Mbl He
MOJIYYHJIM CaMOJIETOB, OPOHETEXHUKH 1 TAaHKOB. MBI yKe Jaju CIIHMCOK BOCHHOM
TEXHUKH, KOTOPYIO MbI HUIlleM. MBI 3HaeM, 4ero XOTUM, TJI€ 3TO U CKOJbKO Ham
Hy>xHo. CoBerckoe obopynoBanue mmeercs. Xopoio. Ham Bce paBHo. Hamwm
NUChMa MOJYYHJIM BCE CTPaHbI, 00JIa/Iat0IIUE 3TUM 000PYI0BAHUEM.

TE: V¥ Bac ecTb Kakue-T0 yCnexu B MpUOOPETeHUU 000py10BaHUs ?

B3: He 3nar0. 9710 3aBucut ot Boau 3tux crtpad u ot CIIIA, HATO. Muorue u3
ATUX CTpaH, 0COOCHHO €BPOIECHCKHE, TOBOPST, YTO UM HYkHO pazpemenue HATO,
a'y HUX €T0 HET.

TI: Bo3moskeH i npounslid Mup ¢ Bmagumupowm [lytuasiv B Kpemie?

B3: He 3naro. S He 3Hato, 3HaeT yu BooOmie [lyTtun orBeT Ha 3TOT Bompoc. A
JyMaro, 4TO MHOTHEe (hakTOphl OYAYyT BIUATH Ha ero peuieHue. CTaOMILHOCTD B
peruoHax npucyTcTBusi Poccum Oynet urpath pojb U BIUSATH Ha €ro PEIICHUS.
Bompoc o ToM, Kak uU3MEHATCS OTHOLIEHUs Mexay Poccuern U YKpanHON B
pe3yabTaTe CIYUYMBIIETOCs, OOJBIION. Y MEHs HeT Ha 3TO OTBeTa. DTO OOoJjbIlas
npoOseMa, O4eHb O0JIbIas mpodiema.

T3: Bbl ckazaiu, 4To XOTUTE BCTPETUTHCS C [y TUHBIM JTUIIOM K JIUITY. UTO OBI BBI
cKazajiu emy?

B3: Muoro yvero. Mbl J107KHBI TOBOPUTH. J[€T0 HE B OAHOM BOIPOCE, OJHOM
OTBeTE. DTO O pemeHusX. Mbl JTOJDKHBI TOBOPUTH O KOHKPETHBIX BeIax, O
KOHKPETHBIX MECAIaX, MOXKET ObITh, UTO-TO O F'0JIaX, MOKET OBITh, YTO-TO PEIIAThH
ceiiyac, MOXKeT OBbITh, TOBOPHTH, €CIIM MBI HE MOXXEM HAWTH peIICHHE u
JIOTOBOPUTBLCA HE OOpPOThCA M3-3a ATOro. D10 Mosi guiocodus. Jlemaem Bce
nomraroBo. /laBaiite HaliieM pelieHue mar 3a maromM. Mbl MOXeM TOBOPUTH 000
BceM. Ho MBI HE MOYKeM MATH Ha KOMIIPOMHKCC BO BCeM. MBI JJOJDKHBI TOHUMATh,
yTO0 YKpanHa — 3T0 Hama 3emiisa. OH T0KeH MOHUMATh, YTO TTPOUCXOUT, U MBI
JOJKHBI IOHUMATh JIPYT JIpyTa, €CJIM 3TO BO3MOXKHO. /(€710 He B yBa)KeHHH, HE B
T00BH WK emie B 4yeM-To. J[eo He B 4yBcTBaX. DTO OYCHb KOHKpPETHO. EcTh
npoOJjieMa U HaJlo B Hel JIeTaabHO pa300paThCs U PEIIUTD.



T3I: Bbl cunraere, 4To NpUHIUNUAILHO [[yTuH cunTaer, yTo YKpanHa HE UMEET
IIpaBa Ha CyIIECTBOBAHUE?

B.3.: He nymato, uto oH mpeacTaBisieT ce0e Ty YKpauHy, KOTOPYIO BUAUM MBbI.
OH BUINT YKpaumHy 4YacTbIO CBOETO MHpPa, CBOErO MHMPOBO33PEHHs, HO ITO HE
COOTBETCTBYET TOMY, YTO Ipou3onuio 3a nociaegnue 30 net. S He mymaro, 4To
[TytH HaxoguTcst B OyHKEpe ABE HEAENH WM LIECTh MECSLEB, a OOJbIIe IBYX
HecATUNeTUd. I He UMEI0 B BUJly 3TO OYKBAJIBHO, HO B TOM CMBICJIE, UTO OH ObLI B
MH()OPMALMOHHON HW30JSLIMM, TOJdy4das HHPOPMAIMI0 OT CBOEro Kpyxka. U
VYKpanHa, IOKa OH HaXOJUTCA B 3TOM OyHKepe, CYHIECTBEHHO MU3MEHMIIACh. Tak
YTO TO, KAK OH BUIUT YKPAWHY, CWJIBHO OTJIMYAETCS OT TOM Y KpauHbl, KOTOpas
CYIIECTBYET B PEAIbHOM KU3HU.

TD: VY Ilyruna B3rasan 20-ro Beka Ha cTpaHy 21-ro Beka.
B3: Jla. 910 ero npobaema.

TE: Jlnsa Bac «moOena» 03Ha4YaeT CIaCeHHE KaK MOXKHO OOJIBIIEr0 KOJIWYeCTBa
KU3HEH, HO C TMOJUTUYECKON TOUYKH 3PEHHS 3TO MOXKET OBITh HECOCTOSTEIBHO.
Kak M0:xHO 1o0e:KaaTh, cracatb KU3HU M OTHOBPEMEHHO CNACATH CTPaHy?
DTO BOOOIIE BO3MOKHO?

B.3.: Cnactu Bcex, OTCTOATh BCE MHTEPECHI, MPU 3TOM 3AIIUTUTH JIFOJCU U HE
OTAaTh TEPPUTOPHUIO, HABEPHOE, HEBBIIOJIHMMAs 3adaya. Thl mpaB. ITO
MpEJCTaBIISIET TPYAHBIM BBIOOP, HO MHOTJA CYIIECTBYIOT TaK Ha3bIBAEMbIE
«OpUHIUIHATBHBIE» penieHus. Bo3bMeMm, Kk mpumepy, ropojaa, KOTOpbIE, €CIU ObI
MBI PEIIIM OTKa3aThCAd OT HUX J0OpPOBONBHO, B3si1 Obl IlyTWH, KOTOpBIii
pOI0JIKal Obl HACTYIATh, BCE JAJbIIE U Jajbliie, IOTOMY YTO Y HETO almeTUT
rOJIOJTHOTO YEJIOBEKA. 3/IeCh BAXKHO HE TO, UTO ITOT BBIOOP SIBJISIETCS «XOPOIIIUM)
WU «IJTOXUM» KaK TaKOBbIM. BajKHO TO, 4TO pellleHHEe NPUHUMAETCSI BMECTE C
HapOJIOM.

BbI TOJIBKO TOCMOTPUTE HA JIIOJIE B XE€PCOHE, KOTOPhIE MaxXalu PyKaMu MOCPEIn
YJIUIBI, YTOObI OCTAaHOBUTH TaHKU. OHM pelIWId BCTaTh W CAeNaTh 3TO IO
coOCTBEHHOU BoJjie. Sl HE MOT MpUKa3aTh UM HE ACJIaTh ATOTO MM OPOCAThCS MO/
I'YCEHHIIbI TAHKOB. Sl OCTaHyCh C 3TUMH JIFOJIBMHU 10 KOHIIA.

[Tepen KaxapIM CTOUT BBIOOP: PUCKHYTh CTaTh KEPTBOU. ITO caMOe CI0KHOE B
M3TOTOBJIICHUU. B0O3MOXXHO, 4YTO KaKHWE-TO KOMIIPOMHCCHI, KOTOpPbIE HE OYyIyT
yIrpoXkaTh HalieMy (PU3HYECKOMY BBIKHUBAHMIO, OyAyT CHEJaHbl ISl CIacCeHUs
XKU3HEN ThICAY JroJel. UTo KacaeTcs KOMIIPOMUCCOB, KOTOPBIE MOTYT IPUBECTH K
pacmaay cTtpasbl, TeX, koTopbie IlyTuH npennaraer, BepHee TpeOyer B dopme
yJIbTUMAaTyMa, Mbl HUKOTJIa HE noiaeM Ha Hux. Hukornaa.



Mp&1 mobexk1aeM, IoKa TBEPA0 HaMEPEHBI He IMOJIIaBaThCs TUM TpeOoBaHMSIM. S
IyMaro, 4To MbI TToOexkaaeM. BoeHHass oOcTaHOBKa CIIOXKHAS, HO Mbl OTOHMBaeM
aTaKu.

OKKynaHThl Ja)kK€ HE OIUIaKUBAIOT COOCTBEHHbBIC MOTEPU. DTO TO, YETO s HE
nonumaro. Okosno 15 000 [poccuiickux congar] ObutM yOUTHI 32 OUH Mecsiil. Mbl
B YKpanHe TOBOPUM O HAIlIEM BOWHE, KOTOpAs JJIMTCA YK€ BOCEMB JIET. BoceMb
net! 3a Bocemsb sieT Mbl Takxke notepsutn 15 000 xu3neit. A Poccus 3a mecsnn
tepset 15 000 coux commar! OH GpocaeT pyCCKUX COJIJIAT, KaK MOJICHBS B TOIKY
noesna. M naxxe He xopoHsT. X BooOIIe He XOpoHAT. X Tpymbl OCTaBIAIOT Ha
ynuiax. B HeckoJlbKUX ropoaax, HEOOJIBIIUX TOPOJAX HAIU COJAAThI TOBOPST,
YTO M3-3a 3aMaxa HEBO3MOKHO JIBIIIATh. JTO 3aMaX THUIOMIEH TIOTH. DTO MOJTHBIN
KOILIMap.

Hamu Oeccrpainbie conaaThl ceiyac 3anuiiaor Mapuynoib. OHU MOTJIH ObI
yiTH ceifyac, eciu Obl 3axorend. OHU MOTJIM ObI YK€ JJaBHO yeXaTh, HO OHU HE
MOKUJIAI0T ropo. Thl 3Haem b mouyemy? [1oToMy 4TO B TOPOJIE €CTh EIE KUBBIE CO
CBOMMH pAHEHBIMU. A €lIe €CThb MEpPTBbIC, MABIIME TOBAPUIIU. 3AMUTHUKHU
VYKpauHbl TOBOPAT, YTO OHU JOJIKHBI OCTATHCSL U TIOXOPOHUTH MOTUOIINX B OO0 U
CIIACTH XKW3HU paHEHbIX B 0010. [Toka 1011 KUBBI, MbI JOJLKHBI TPOAOJIKATH UX
3anumarsk. M B 3TOM NPUHLMIIMANBHAS PAa3HULA MEXIY TEM, KaK BUIAT MUD
IPOTUBOOOPCTBYIOIINE CTOPOHBI B 3TOW BOMHE.

*k*k

«...Kocoa uenosex ne maxou xax 6000ue, nomomy 00OuUH maxou, a opy20t Mmaxoti,
U yM Yy He20 He O MAHYeB8aHus, a 0l YCmpoucmea ceos, 075 pa3esa3Ku Cc80e20
cyuwecmeosarusi, 075l C6e0eHUs 00X0HCOeHUs, U KO20ad MAKOU Yell08eK, eddcel OH
8uEHbl1ll, nOObLIMUMCS YMOM CBOUM 3G MYYUU, U MAM, YMOM C8OUM CIAHOBUMCS —
cmanosumcs ewé gvluie J1aspckol KONOKOIbHU, U... KO20a OH CMY008a 2sIHem
BHU3, HA IIOOEM, MAK OHU eMy NOKANCYMbCS, KANCYMbCsL maKue maxkue MaxoHbKue-
MAxoHbKUe, 8ce PAHO KakK... Mblil, bl... NapooH - Kaxk kpHcwei. [lomomy [lImo
amo-sxce YEJIABEK, a mom komopulii, OH... OH moodice, YeloeeK, HeauEnvlil, HO -
U... 3a4em dice, IMO Jice 8e0b - oueHwv U ouenn... J[A — Jla... o —HET...»

**k*k
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Volodymyr Zelensky in his own words

The transcript from his meeting with our journalists

Mar 27th 2022

ON MARCH 25TH 2022 Ukraine’s president spoke in person to The Economist
in what he and his staff have taken to calling “the fortress”. Here are highlights of
what he told us—switching freely between English, Ukrainian and Russian. We
have edited them for clarity.

The Economist: You are an actor and president. Now you are being called a 21st-
century Churchill. 1t’s an extraordinary change. How did it happen?

Volodymyr Zelensky: | think that these changes happened already in Ukraine
when they elected me. It’s what [the people] wanted. They saw my honest position
on everything. Like your father says, if you don’t know how to do something this
way or that way, be honest and that’s it. You have to be honest, so that people
believe you. You don’t need to try. You need to be yourself. And maybe, after you
show who you are, maybe people will love you more than before, because they see
that you are not so strong or are lazy at times. No, each time don’t lie and show
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people who you are exactly. And it’s important not to show that you are better than
who you are.

TE: Did you always have it in you to be so brave? To be such a strong person?

VZ: It’s not about being brave. | have to act the way | do. | have to do it this way.
None of us was ready for the war before it began. You can’t say, “If | were the
President of Ukraine, then | would do it this way”, because you can’t imagine what
it would mean. And you can’t imagine even how you will do it. That’s what it was
like in this case with me. And all of the people around me.

TE: But you changed the way you govern?

VZ: Yes, of course. | understood what was going on. | understood many months
ago what was going on. That [this] is a very big story. It’s not only about Ukraine.
It’s about the world, about the politicians of the world and I think we can speak
about it after we win. Yes, and | hope we win. I’m sure we’ll win. That’s why I’'m
saying that I am not a hero. | understood what was going on. | wanted to change
attitudes towards Ukraine. On one level it’s not about who has more weapons or
more money or gas, oil etc. That’s why we have to have agency. That’s the first
thing that | understood.

TE: Can you remember the moment when you understood what the conflict with
Russia would be about?

VZ: | think it was when | became president. | could understand why some things
were going on in a certain way and | tried to be honest with many world leaders,
including those in Russia, of course. We had meetings. You remember our first
meeting, our first and last meeting in 2019, with Putin at the Normandy Four talks?

We began to come to [the] decision that we can’t be part of somebody. | wanted
to change attitudes towards Ukraine, because, just to be clear, Ukrainians are
people who are the same as people [in] the USA and Europe and Russia. We are
the same. We are on one level. It’s not about who has more weapons or more
money or gas or oil, et cetera. And that’s why we have to have agency. That’s what
| understood, the first thing that | understood, that we the people have [agency].
People are leaders and political leaders are losers, some of them. We began to do
things this way and to develop this policy.

TE: So, now you are speaking to the people of the West, rather than to their
politicians?



VZ: Yes. Yes, of course. | think so. Sometimes | think politicians live in an
information vacuum. What we see is that this is a closed atmosphere with Putin
now. So, he doesn’t know. | can’t describe everything that is going on with him. |
can’t describe it, because I don’t know with whom he speaks each day or each
week or each two weeks. That’s information we don’t have. That means he can’t
understand or he couldn’t know what’s going on outside. Even me, when the war
started, and | am very open to people...Even me, if | were sitting in the office and
| don’t go outside for three or four days, | would not have correct information about
what is going on in the world.

TE: When the war started did you suddenly click and think: “This is what the
people want me to do... and I’m doing it.” Or was it your decision, thinking, “This
Is what I’m doing and you have to support me”?

VZ: | think that nobody, nobody, understood what to do when it began. | was in
Kyiv, in the house, at the residence. | was home at that moment. It was 04:50am.
With my wife and kids. They woke me up. They told me there were loud
explosions. After a couple of minutes, | received the signal that a rocket attack was
under way. They didn’t know what was going on. We knew that they were
preparing [to attack]. We knew it, of course. The first thing we did was call a State
of Emergency and, a couple of days later, at a meeting of the National Security and
Defence Council, we declared Martial Law. We understood that the Russians could
attack, but we didn’t understand the magnitude.

TE: Let’s talk about now, about where we are in this stage of the war. Do you
think there is any chance you can win?

VZ: We believe in victory. It’s impossible to believe in anything else. We will
definitely win because this is our home, our land, our independence. It’s just a
question of time.

TE: What does a Ukrainian victory look like?

VZ: Victory is being able to save as many lives as possible. Yes, to save as many
lives as possible, because without this nothing would make sense. Our land is
Important, yes, but ultimately it’s just territory. | don’t know how long the war will
last, but we will fight to the last city we have. From the start, when you choose an
option about what people should do or not do, people don’t understand what a full-
fledged war is. My job is to give a signal so that people know how to act.

And when you show how Ukraine is supposed to behave, you also have to behave
accordingly [yourself]. There was a decision whether to stay or leave. We are all
wounded and hurt in the same way. [My decision to stay] was my signal to people



about how we should respond to the attack. It’s about how the war started and how
it’s going to end. It will end with us still standing here defending.

That’s my response to the question about what Ukraine’s victory will look like.
Our victory may be temporary, maybe without resolving all issues, but we have
chosen the direction we will move in.

TE: Do you need more help to win? And if so what kind?

VZ: We have a long list of items we need. The first thing is to put yourselves in
our place and act pre-emptively, not after the situation becomes complicated. This
concerns our partner countries. Here we are talking about sanctions. | am sure that
If tougher sanctions had been levied earlier, a full-scale Russian attack would not
have occurred.

TE: You mean it wouldn’t have happened?

VZ: It would have been on a different scale and without the assistance of Belarus,
giving us more time. They would have shown Belarus what could happen if pre-
emptive sanctions involving Russian businesses, oil and gas exports, etc were
taken, and this taking into account that Belarusians do not support [Russia’s war
against Ukraine]. Pre-emptive sanctions would have given more time to Ukraine’s
military to prepare for Russia’s further invasion

| had raised the Nord Stream 2 pipeline with Biden and Merkel, when she was still
in office, and Scholz. | said the first step will be to launch it, then they will block
gas supplies to us, and next they will apply pressure, including on Moldova, and
then Russia will block supplies in order to split countries within the EU. After that,
the next step would be to launch an invasion. Russia was seeking Ukraine’s official
recognition of Russian sovereignty in Crimea and of Russia-occupied areas in
Donetsk and Luhansk regions. They also pushed Europe to pressure us to do so.

What hasn’t been done? [Our Western partners] have not completed the sanctions
on disconnecting the banking system from SWIFT, many more banks have not
been disconnected. They have taken very important steps to support us, but the
central bank of Russia has not been disconnected. Impose an embargo on Russian
oil and gas exports. All these sanctions are incomplete. They have been threatened,
but not yet implemented. Now we are hearing that the decision depends on whether
Russia launches a chemical attack on us. This is not the right approach. We are not
guinea pigs to be experimented on.

[Our partners] view Russia now through a military-strategic lens and are using
Ukraine as a shield. We are the ones who are feeling the pain. It is good that they



are on the side of Ukraine, but they have to stop being defensive in their dialogue
with Russia. We insist they can act offensively. SWIFT is still operating in Russia
for the leaders of Russia. Don’t forget that ordinary Russians are now isolated,
deprived of information. They don’t know what’s going on.

The situation where the Ukrainian people, not the Ukrainian president, [is being
used as a shield is wrong]. Ukrainian people are dying. Russian people don’t know
what’s going on. They don’t understand. Social media have been shut down and a
lot of people, I think 90-95%, are watching television, a much higher percentage
than in Ukraine and Europe. It’s a big problem because [the Kremlin] controls all
levels of power and all this information. This is why | pushed for sanctions and to
receive weapons.

Meanwhile, the Russians have blocked our supplies to Mariupol, Melitopol,
Berdyansk, Kherson, Kharkiv, but they’re not in the cities. What do they do? For
example, in Melitopol and Berdyansk they are switching to roubles. They are
kidnapping the mayors of our cities. They killed some of them. Some of them we
can’t find. Some of them we have found already, and they are dead. And some of
them were replaced. They are doing the same thing that they did in Donbas in 2014.
The same people are carrying out these operations. It’s the same methodology.

[The West] can’t say, “We’ll help you in the weeks [to come].” It doesn’t allow us
to unblock Russia-occupied cities, to bring food to residents there, to take the
military initiative into our own hands. People are simply not able to get out. There
Is no food, medicine or drinking water there. And this is something we must do.
These are issues which need to be addressed today and tomorrow, not in a couple
of weeks.

Some small cities have been destroyed. There are no people and no houses. All
that’s left is the name. Of course, Russia is to blame, but we were late in getting
there, because of difficulties while bombs were flying. This is why we asked for
military aircraft, why we asked for a no-fly zone to be established, because the
Russians dropped bombs on these small cities, which only exist now as dots on a
map.

TE: When you were asking for more arms, President Macron of France said that
offensive weapons like tanks were a red line which Ukraine’s partners could not
cross. Why?

VZ: Because they are afraid of Russia. And that’s it. And those who say it first are
the first to be afraid.

TE: Boris Johnson has been much keener to send weapons.



VZ: Yes. To be honest, Johnson is a leader who is helping more. The leaders of
countries react according to how their constituents act. In this case, Johnson is an
example.

TE: And what about the Germans? There was a sudden shift after the invasion and
German foreign policy appeared to change very quickly. Are they worried about
doing more?

VZ: They are trying to be balanced. They have a long relationship with Russia and
they are looking at the situation through the prism of the economy. They help out
at times. | think they are trying to adjust to the situation as it develops. They are
also looking at how the situation affects their own country. They can help, if there
Is pressure on them domestically to do so, and they can stop when they see what
they have done is sufficient. | think Germany is more pragmatic than anyone else
with regards to the situation among those countries which can really help. It’s not
always about us, what we need and what the world needs. | think the Germans are
making a mistake today. | think they make mistakes often. | think the legacy of
Germany’s relations with Russia shows this.

Everyone has varied interests. There are those in the West who don’t mind a long
war because it would mean exhausting Russia, even if this means the demise of
Ukraine and comes at the cost of Ukrainian lives. This is definitely in the interests
of some countries. For other countries, it would be better if the war ended quickly,
because Russia’s market is a big one that their economies are suffering as a result
of the war. They would like to see Russia keep certain markets. Other, truly
wealthy countries, recognize Nazism in Russia and definitely want Ukraine to be
victorious. And there are still other countries, smaller countries, which support us
completely, but they are more liberal states and concerned with humanitarian
issues. They want the war to end quickly at any cost, because they think people
come first. And then there is the category of countries wanting the war to end
quickly in any way possible because they can be considered as “the offices of the
Russian Federation in Europe.”

TE: What category would you put Britain in?

VZ: Britain is definitely on our side. It is not performing a balancing act. Britain
sees no alternative for the way out of the situation. Britain wants Ukraine to win
and Russia to lose, but I’m not ready to say whether Britain wants the war to drag
on or not,

TE: As for the United States, are they in the first group?



VZ: We’ll see. But they help. A lot of countries in Europe, in NATO, especially,
have, as our soldiers say, many instruments. This is why the USA has pushed a lot
of countries to help us, but a little bit more slowly than we needed.

TE: How has your relationship with America’s President, Joe Biden, changed?
Does he recognise that you are not just a recipient, that you are driving the process?

VZ:. There isn’t a straightforward answer to that question, because there are
different centres of power in the United States. You know this better than I. Indeed,
both the Congress and the Senate support Ukraine. This is true. But there have
been times when there were certain battles, including elections, which have
influenced steps they have taken and their resolve. Some processes move quickly,
while others are held up because of domestic issues. Biden views Ukraine more as
a subject [of political activity] than at the start. There have been different moments
and different processes, and | recognise that this stance does not benefit everyone
in the United States.

TE: What do you most want from the West?

VZ: Aeroplanes, tanks and armoured personnel vehicles. We don’t have as many
as we need. We have taken a lot from the Russians. They are running. They are
afraid of our soldiers and they are running. | think yesterday we got 12 or 17 tanks.

TE: Are you worried about exhausting the supply of essential military hardware?

VZ: The Russians have thousands of military vehicles, and they are coming and
coming and coming. If we can joke in this situation, | will. There are some cities,
where there are so many tanks, they can’t go away. They have tank traffic jams.

TE: Where?

VZ: We have our famous city Chornobaivka (in the Kherson region), where we
have bombarded Russian military units for the tenth time. The Russians don’t
realise what is happening, get lost, and keep on returning to the same place. The
Russians have thousands of military vehicles. It’s not that Ukraine is running out
of tanks, but we have fewer and fewer, because no one is selling us tanks and
armoured vehicles. This is a big problem for us. We have not received planes,
armoured vehicles and tanks. We have already given a list of the military hardware
we are looking for. We know what we want, where it is and how many we need.
Soviet hardware is available. That’s fine. It’s all the same to us. All the countries
which possess this equipment have received our letters.

TE: Are you making any progress in getting the equipment?



VZ: | don’t know. It depends on the will of these countries and on the USA,
NATO. Many of these countries, especially European countries, say they need the
permission of NATO, and they don’t have it.

TE: Can there be a lasting peace with Vladimir Putin in the Kremlin?

VZ: | don’t know. | don’t know if Putin even knows the answer to this question. |
think many factors will weigh on his decision. Stability in regions where Russia is
present will play a role and influence his decisions. The issue of how relations
between Russia and Ukraine will change as a result of what has happened is a big
one. | don’t have an answer to this. This is a big problem, a very big problem.

TE: You have said you want to meet Putin face-to-face. What would you say to
him?

VZ: There are a lot of things. We have to speak. It’s not about one question, one
answer. It’s about decisions. We have to speak about concrete things, about
concrete months, maybe something about years, maybe something to decide now,
maybe to talk if we can’t find a decision and agree not to fight about it. That is my
philosophy. Let’s do everything step by step. Let’s find a decision one step at a
time. We can talk about everything. But we can’t compromise on everything. We
have to understand that Ukraine is our land. He has to understand what is going on
and we have to understand each other, if it’s possible. It’s not about respect, about
love, or something else. It’s not about feelings. It’s very concrete. There is a
problem and we have to figure it out in detail and solve it.

TE: Do you think that fundamentally Putin believes Ukraine has no right to exist?

VZ: | don’t think he visualises in his own mind the same Ukraine we see. He sees
Ukraine as a part of his world, his worldview, but that doesn’t correspond with
what’s happened over the last 30 years. | don’t think Putin has been [in] a bunker
for two weeks or six months, but for more like two decades. | don’t mean this
literally, but in the sense that he has been in information isolation getting fed
information by his coterie. And Ukraine, while he’s been in this bunker, has
changed significantly. So the way he sees Ukraine is very different from the
Ukraine that actually exists in real life.

TE: Putin has a 20th-century view of a 21st-century country.

VZ: Yes. That is his problem.



TE: For you ’victory’ means saving as many lives as possible, but politically that
might be untenable. How can you win, save lives and at the same time save the
country? Is this even possible?

VZ: To save everyone, defend all interests while protecting people and not giving
up territory is probably an impossible task. You’re right. This presents a difficult
choice, but sometimes there exist so-called “principled” decisions. Take, for
example, cities, which, if we decided to abandon them voluntarily, would be taken
by Putin, who would continue advancing, farther and farther, because he has the
appetite of a hungry person. What’s important here is not that this choice is a
“good” one or “bad” one, per se. What’s important is that the decision is made
together with the people.

Just take a look at the people in Kherson who waved their hands in the middle of
the streets in order to stop tanks. They decided to stand up and do this of their own
volition. | could not have ordered them not to do it or to throw themselves under
the tank treads. | will stay with these people until the end.

Everyone faces the choice of whether to risk becoming a casualty. It’s the most
difficult one to make. It’s possible that some compromises, ones which don’t risk
our physical survival, will be made to save the lives of thousands of people. As for
compromises that may risk the disintegration of the country, the ones which Putin
proposes, or rather demands in the form of an ultimatum, we will never make them.
Never.

We win as long as we remain resolute about not giving into these demands. | think
that we are winning. The military situation is difficult, but we are repulsing attacks.

The invaders do not even mourn their own casualties. This is something | do not
understand. Some 15,000 [Russian soldiers] have been killed in one month. We in
Ukraine talk about our war that has lasted for eight years. Eight years! In eight
years, we have also lost 15,000 lives. And Russia loses 15,000 of its soldiers in a
month! He is throwing Russian soldiers like logs into a train’s furnace. And, they
are not even burying them. They are not burying them at all. Their corpses are left
in the streets. In several cities, small cities, our soldiers say it’s impossible to
breathe because of the smell. It is the stench of rotting flesh. It’s a complete
nightmare.

Our fearless soldiers are defending Mariupol now. They could have left now, if
they wanted. They could have left a long time ago, but they are not leaving the
city. Do you know why? Because there are still others alive in the city along with
their wounded. And then there are the dead, the fallen comrades. Ukraine’s
defenders say they must stay and bury those killed in action and save the lives of



those wounded in action. As long as people are still alive, we must continue to
protect them. And this is the fundamental difference between the way the opposing
sides in this war see the world.

*k*x

«...Kocoa uenosex ne maxou xax 6000ue, nomomy 00OuH maxou, a opy20t maxoti,
U yM Y He2o He O/l MaHyesanus, a OJisi yCmpoucmaea ceos, OJisi pa36sa3Ki C80€20
Cyuecmeosanusi, 0 c8e0eHUsi 00X0AHCOeHUs, U K020a MaKoU 4eloBeK, edxcelu OH
8uEHb1l, NOOLIMUMCS YMOM CBOUM 3G MYYUU, U MAM, YMOM C8OUM CIAHOBUMCS —
cmanosumcs ewé gvluie J1aspckol KONOKONbHU, U... KO20a OH CMY008a 2sIHem
BHU3, HA II00El, MAK OHU eMy NOKANXCYMbCS, KANCYMbCS MaKue makue MaxoHbKue-
MAxoHbKUe, 8ce PAeHO KakK... Mblil, bl... NapooH - Kaxk kpHcwel. [lomomy [lImo
amo-dxce YEJIABEK, a mom komopulii, OH... OH moodice, YeloeeK, HeauEnviil, HO -
U... 3a4em dce, 3mo xce 8e0b - o4eHvb u ouenn... [{A — Jla... no —HET... »
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